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This presentation provides an update on the Australian Research Council Future Fellowship project “Deep
Time Images in the Age of Globalisation: Contemporary Heritage, Future Opportunities”. Using rock art as
a focus, this comparative project examines the processes that create contemporary heritage, which is of-
ten contested and subject to cross-cultural misunderstandings, threatening the preservation of its tangible
and intangible components. The presentation will briefly introduce the aims and theoretical framework
of the project and then review the fieldwork conducted during the first project year, how they relate to
the research objectives and what preliminary insights can be gained. Of particular importance will be the
notion of the Authorised Heritage Discourse as proposed by Laurajane Smith (2006) that distinguishes the
relationship between dominant and marginalised understandings of heritage and how the latter play out
in the different contexts examined within this project.
Smith, L. (2006). Uses of Heritage. London, Routledge.
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