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»Ilhe Parting of the Ways between Jews and
Christians in Antioch in 386/7 CE:

What John Chrysostom tells us and
what he doesn’t tell us*

Abstract: John Chrysostom’s sermons Against the Jews (or Against the
Judaizers) reveals his perspective very clearly: Christians should not associate
with, or show respect for, Jews and Judaism. But many Christians in his
community did associate with, and show respect for, Jews and Judaism, and
John upbraids them severely. But in spite of himself John reveals something of
the motivations and self-understanding of his opponents. Their conception of
the boundary between Jews and Christians clearly differed from his.
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