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Scalar Problems: From the Microscopic to Big Histories

will take place on 29 June from 3 to 7 pm. Due to current res-
trictions on travel and direct contacts the event will be held as
a video conference via ZOOM.

If you are interested, please register at the following e-mail
address: sekretariat@berliner-antike-kolleg.org

Participants will receive an e-mail one hour before the event
starts including all necessary information to join the meeting.
The virtual waiting room will open at 2:30 pm.
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Scalar Problems: From the Microscopic to Big Histories — The issue of scales and
how we deal with them in our work has been the subject of increasing discussion in
recent years. Debates range from the analytical perspectives adopted by scholars in
their research to the unfolding of phenomena at different scales in past and present
contexts. We may think of the microhistory vs. structural history debates or those that
contrast long-term, large-scale narratives with micro-scale investigations in archaeology.
While the large scale has been privileged as the site for understanding broad patterns and
long-term trends - in recent years not least because of issues such as climate change
- it has also been negatively connoted as the basis for master narratives that are unref-
lectively spread both within scholarly research and among broader publics. Emphases
on the small scale have led to the critique that they “redefine all the big questions ... to be
little questions”, in the words of Robb and Pauketat (2013: 5). The importance of multi-
scalar analyses, of the clash between quotidian experience and globalized institutions,
has been widely intoned, yet such approaches remain undertheorized, and models for
how to implement them are few and far between. It cannot be simply a matter of placing
studies at different scales side-by-side; rather, multi-scalarity must involve rethinking
both the content and form of our research, the narratives we produce, and even what we
understand by causation (e.g. Esposito 2004; Hodder 2012, 2016; Robb & Pauketat 2013).
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